EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL
SPACE OF WASHINGTON DCs

FORMER BALLPARKS

Baseball 1s a game of lore, and every good
story needs a setting. But stadiums are
more than just a place for the game. Often
stadium features such as the Green Mon-
ster at Fenway Park or the Wrigley Field’s
vy covered walls can be a deciding factor
in a game’s outcome. Fans develop rela-
tionships with their home buildings, expe-
riencing both the game on the field and
the surrounding areas from their seats.
And as teams win and lose over the course
of seasons, buildings develop reputations
as a tough place to for visiting teams, or a
storied home to October memories.
Washington, DC has been the home to
two major league stadiums since 1900,
with third scheduled to open in 2008.

Griffith Stadium opened in 1911 and was
a classic early period stadium, its strange
shape filling the available space of the city
block on which it was built, and its open
structures embracing the neighborhood
around it. The Washington Senators
played here for 50 years until moving east
to the new multi-sport RFK Stadium. RFK
ushered in the era of shared stadiums with
the Redskins also playing home games
there. This soon became a popular model
as many other municipalities quickly fol-
lowing suit. Fans were not as enthusiastic,
however, as the game moved farther from
their seats, and stadiums became

I BAsesaLL HisTORICAL ATLAS

Ken Albers

indistinguishable. As journeyman infielder
Richie Hebner once commented, “I stand
at the plate in the Vet in Philadelphia, and
I don’t honestly know whether I'm in
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, or Philly.
They all look alike.” The following pages
examine the detailed differences between
the baseball park and the multi-sport
stadium.

Baseball stadiums were used more practically and
informally in years past, as this picture of fans leay-
ing via the field of play afier a 1933 game indicates.
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