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Here we see the original space
Griffith Stadium later occupied as
it appeared in the first decade of
the twentieth century. An “athletic
field” closed of by a simple board
fence that maximized the empty
land of this busy urban neighbor-
hood in NW Washington DC. The
field was integrated into the public
space, sharing the block with the
Freedman’s Hosptial and Howard
University’s Medical Department, a
lumber yard, stables, a hotel, a
barber, and a number of houses.

As Griffith Stadium was built up
around the field, many of the busi-
nesses disappeared from the area.
In 1920, this more permanent
strucure was completed. However,
the layout of the original field, as
well as the remaining neightbors,
gave Griffith a unique and strange
shape. The left field fence was 80
feet further from home plate than
in right. The center field fence
jutted in at a right angle around a
group of five houses and a large
tree which was visible above the 30
foot wall.

Conversely, DC (later RFK)
Stadium was built on an unused
section of land on the very out-
skirts of the city. No detailed
Sanborn insurance map for the
area even existed before it was
built in 1961. The perfect symme-
try of the building and lack of
character are in a part a result of
the different contruction processes
at work. With a clear and open
space available, and no specific
neighborhood to fit into, RFK was
an entity built solely with regards
to its purpose.



